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U.S. v Mitchell 
Statement of Utah U.S. Attorney Carlie Christensen 

following today‟s verdict  
 

 

 SALT LAKE CITY – Carlie Christensen, U.S. Attorney for the District of Utah, 

issued the following statement following today‟s jury verdict in U.S. v Brian David 

Mitchell in federal court in Salt Lake City: 

 

 “For the last four weeks, a jury sitting in federal court in Salt Lake City heard 

evidence that Brian David Mitchell kidnapped and sexually assaulted Elizabeth Smart 

over a nine-month period of time and used the guise of religious revelation and 

priesthood blessings to facilitate his conduct and justify his crimes.   

 

“The evidence showed that Mr. Mitchell did not have a severe mental illness at 

the time he committed the crime.  He was not suffering from religious delusions, but used 

religion as a justification for his criminal conduct.  The evidence at trial demonstrated 

that Mitchell manifests his „prophet persona‟ whenever it is useful and casts it off 

whenever it does not serve his purposes.   

 

“The evidence of Mr. Mitchell‟s efforts to conceal the crime and avoid capture 

demonstrated he knew what he was doing was wrong.  He was not acting under a 

delusional belief that God had commanded him to kidnap and rape a young girl.  If he 

could choose to disobey his purported revelations from God whenever it was expedient, 

he could certainly choose to conform his conduct to the demands of the law     

 



 “Justice was served by today‟s verdict. The jury got it right when they found the 

defendant guilty on both counts.  We are gratified that the jury decided to hold him 

criminally responsible for his actions. The evidence in this case was presented in a 

thorough manner, the jury clearly took the time to carefully deliberate, and its verdict was 

supported by the evidence in the case.   Today‟s verdict is a testament to the strength of 

our criminal justice system and represents a historic and long overdue resolution of this 

case for our community, the Smart family, and, most importantly, Elizabeth Smart. 

 

 “Today‟s outcome is the result of a collective effort.  First, extraordinary work 

was done by the team prosecuting this case.  Prosecutors include Assistant U.S. Attorneys 

Felice John Viti, Diana Hagen, and David Backman and Special Assistant U.S. Attorney 

Alicia Cook, a Salt Lake County Assistant District Attorney.  The investigative work 

done by the FBI, the Salt Lake City Police Department, the Sandy City Police 

Department, along with other law enforcement agencies, was exceptional.   

 

 “As you know, this case arrived in the federal system almost six years after a 14-

year-old Elizabeth had been forcibly taken from her home.  Our investigative and trial 

teams overcame many obstacles leading to today‟s conviction of Mr. Mitchell. 

 

 “We also recognize the cooperation and willingness of citizens to set aside their 

personal lives, and testify about their own observations of the defendant.  One by one, 

their testimony created a stark picture of a cruel, deceitful and manipulative man.  The 

expertise and explanation of religious and medical experts who helped place the 

defendant‟s behavior and thinking in an understandable and appropriate context were also 

invaluable to our case. 

 

 “However, this story begins and ends with Elizabeth Smart.  She is a remarkable 

woman of extraordinary courage and determination who had the courage and willingness 

to recall the horrific details of her nine-month captivity and recount those events to the 

jury with amazing candor and clarity.  The importance of her testimony to this case 

cannot be overstated.” 
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